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At night, President Lincoln’s cottage is
bathed in a low light from small fixoures
hidden behind the shrubbery. Their
beams brng out the rexture of the stue-
co walls and the architectural ¢lements,
but they don'’t reach beyond the house
Cn the l:mlmdl.nl'l'!t"ﬁ Armed Fore
es Retirement Home, the Lincoln Cot-
tage—recently renovated and opened o
the public—reflects principles thar guide
many outdoor-lighting experts: The
20-wart halogen bulbs illuminate only
what's in their path; they don't throw
beams into neighbors® vards or the sky.
The idea of illuminating a home or
garden isn't to create dayhght ar nighe,
savs Karen Weaver, a designer with
Bethesda's Ourdoor llumination who
chose the Lincoln Cotage’s ighting:

“Whart surpriscs people about using
a lighting designer is how much less
light viou setually need outside than vou
probably already have,™

When Weaver takes on a project, she
gocs to the house in the evening to see
the existing lights: *I'll notice that the
fixtures at the front are very bright—thev
almost hurt vour eyves, Or the lights in
the driveway take away from the incred
ible archirectural features. And almost
evervone has a bulb at the front door
that is almest rwice as bright as needed
to be funetional—and wav braghrer than
it should be to be beanfinl.™

Energy bills are one reason people
may want to tone down the brighmess,
but ecology 1s another. Studies have
shown that cutdoor lights throw the en-

B Many designers say subtle outdoor
lighting is best. This garden, Iit by
llluminata in Sterling, uses trees and a
swimming pool as focal points.

vironment out of balance, according to
the Internatonal Dark-Sky Assocation
Artificial light disorients some migrat-
ing birds, endangers some creatures that
travel in darkness o prorect themselves
from predators, and alrers growth, be-
havior, resistance to discase, and repro-
duetion in a variery of living things.
Weaver tells peaple, *If vou want to
decrease your carbon footpring, reduce
the wattage by half—and I'm not going
to charge vou anvthing for that advice.™

Outdoor lights should create focal
points, says Tony Davs, a designer with
Iuminata in Sterling: *1 could puta
500-watt floodlight in the front yvard,
but that docsn’t create pockets of inter
est, ke beautiful trees vou want tostand
out.™ Trwill also illuminate the parts of
vour property vou want o hide, such as
trash cans

“Tust because you have a pathway to
the side of the house dossn't mean you
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Custom Home =

Builders Directory

. Robinson & Thayer, Inc.
Infoifrobinsonandthayer com 703-591-3700
For nearly hall a contury, Robinsen & Thayer
has been synenymots with superiar craftaman.
ship, attention to detail and commitment to the
needs of our clisnts. We overlook no details and
cut no corners. Why should you? Member CBC.

' Rosenthal Homes

rosenthalhomes. com 301-762-T024
Custom homes, major additions and remodel
Iings. 2005 Sinall Velume Builder of the Year,
We create homes: that reflect the owners'
onique desires through a structured, planned
construction process. The *axcitement is balld-
ing.”

Sandy Spring Builders

uﬁwmg‘oaﬂdm.m i01-913-5995
Voted “Best Builder” in Bethesdn Magarine

and winner of many national and local awards
for costom home building excellence, Our team
of professlonals will work with'you ta build
your dream home ar major renovation.

Tri Vista USA
i B88-814-8748

trivistausa, com

As featired on HGTY Carb Appeal, TriVista-
U84 Dwesign/Build can create a custom home
or renovate your existing home. What can eor
“Thoughtful Design for Fine Living™ do for
you?

' We Design Build
wedb.com
202-333-3422 “From Concept to Constrnc-
tion®. Architect owned and managed design
build company with single source of acconnt-
ability, creativity and saperior craftsmanship,
building your custom home since 1940,
Windsor Mp—l

il com 51]1411*2700
Award-winning, costom design-boild firm spe-
cializing in custom bomes, residential renova:
tioms, large additions in MD, NVA, DC. Visit our
website to review our portfolio or call for a free
prof. consultation. NART, MNCBIA, NHEAB.

ATTENTION

CUSTOM HOME
BUILDERS:

List your company in
The Washingtonian's
Custom Home
Builders Directory.

To be featured in our
August issue, call
202-296-1240, ext. 2024
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M Lighting an outdoor feature such as a statue can dramatically change a garden's look. Designers
recommend illuminating a sculpture from above, as in this pleture, rather than from below.

should lighr ir,” he says. *Just becanse you
have a tree doesn’t mean you should light
it. Why illuminate a walkway if vou don't
Things vou
might want to illuminate, Davis suggests,

could melude trees with a canopy—crape

want people to walk there?™

myrile or river birch

Uplighting and deswnlighting cast light in
erther direction to accent something such as
an architectural feature. Wash lighting cre
ates a wider splash of light over a larger area,

For patios, Davis recommends lightihg
‘iﬂli1|.‘||!1|!ll5 1:1-.'}-“111 It a5 3 l1.1ck~|r+|p. such
as a wooded area or swimming poal. Ifthe
house is new and parts of the backyard are
empty, he suggests adding some features
to make it look like an “outdoor room.”

“People buy these big houses and have
a barren backyard, then they add ona pa
tio but nothing else. Trleaves a stark feel
ing.™ he savs. “To create another ‘room’
and make it a little more cozy, same people
.J'Lilj r:IIL' Pith Lr |'1|..LI' LEII.II'II'IL'"-I.\.”
illuminare the backdrop: *You could have
vourgato it by candles and have the back
drop either uplit or wash-lic.”

When Bethesda lighting consultant
Susana Babic works on a landscape, she
considers three things: safetv, such as illu-
minating a path; enhancing the landscape,
such as with beantiful trees; and illuminar
ing architectural features or sculprures.

Depending on the tree, vou may want
to uplight or downlight it, says Davis. You
Li} '.:l'.]lLE I||'|]E':.':_|!-'| LIRS MyT tlL'\ 0orcy |.'|]L"‘=h Irecs.
Bur in a wooded area, di I\I.'I.I|i__|_']1l:!'-I!._E witha
50-watt wide bulb from a height of 30 to 35
feet can create interesting shadows and will
fall o the ground as a mass of soft light

Mluminatng a sculpture is different, says

I'hen they

Babic: “You cannot illuminate a sculpture
from the bottom. You must do it from the
top, maybe from a couple of fivtures.™ She
likens the difference 1o shining a flashhght
om someone’s face from below versus see
g thar person under overhead lights; one
will cast eerie shadows while the other will
look more natural,

Uplighting and downlighting create dif-
ferent visual effects on a house, With stucco,
stone, and brick, uplighnng gives a rextural
etfect, Weaver says: “Irwill bring out every
color variation in the stone—gold, blug,
rose.” Savs Davis: “Use down lights when
you're trying to re-create the moonlighe™

l'o prevent light pollution (lights tha il
luminate the sky ) and light trespass | ||5!1l5
that shine into your neighbor’s vard ),
Rabic uses directional fixeures that limir
the spread of the beams or diffusers 1o fil-
ter the glare. And she limits the wattage.

She advises against the kind of fixtures
that are like balls of light illuminating
uniformly everywhere. Some of the light
will be wasred, and it won't be the nght
amount where vou necd it

Don't put a lot mone ighting on one side
ofthe house than the other, Weaver savs, And
if vou're lighting a walkway, don’t put all the
lights on one side—an effect that isn't very
interesung visually. Instead, alternate lights
on cither side. “Stay with the theme of the
yard,” she adds. If you're going for a more
informal, woodsy look, make things asym-
mietrical and use odd numbers—groupng
lights in threes and fives, for instance,

Incandescent bulbs have becn standard
for home use, but 1|1c}'r|: on the WAY O
Ourdoors, Davis tends to use |'|.'|]H.i_::.' i
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® Lighting a house from below, such

as in this design by Bethesda's Outdoor
lllumination, emphasizes its texture. Says
a designer with that firm: “it will bring out
every color variation—gold, blug, rose.”

bulbs, which are brighter, longer-lasting,
and more energy-cfficieni—though they
cost more and can give off a lor of heat.
“You ger a much betrer result using less
power with halogens,” he savs, “A 20-waut
halogen puts our considerable light.™

More efficient are compact Huorcscent
bulbs, and they don't get nearly as hot as
halogens. They're more expensive than in-
candescent bur last 20 nimes longer. The
drawbacks o fluorescents have been their
buzzing sound and poor color rendenng.
Models have improved, but the color ren-
dering of halogens is better.

Newer technology is being converted
fnru-i::1||111:T:f:>nr1ig§1li.t‘l[.‘.tilldlll.‘|'ln§:] ED
lights, which are used o illuminate elec
rronic clocks, and fiber oprcs, which rans-
for energy in computers. LEDSs last longger
than even fluorescents and have very small
fixtures. “You might have them on a deck
rail,” Weaver says. “Or you can use them
on the risers of steps to emit just enough
light for one step.”

The downside is that LED fistures are
expensive and don't have replaceable parts,
s you can't change the wattage; when
they burn out, vou replace the entire fix-
ture. *Butif vou're thinking out futore
maintenance,” Weaver says, “iv will save
VO money aftera ]1u1'il‘H1 of ome.™

Fiber oprics are being used especially
around pools and streams, says Weaver,
because the fibers don’t conduct electric-
itv. She recently installed fiber optics near
a stream, with cables running along the
bank. The cables emit the light, so there
are no fixtures. “Thev're small and easy to
hide,™ she savs.

Lighting a stream, Jandscape, statuc, or
house can dramatically change a home's
look, but many people never consider hir-
ing a lighting designer. “People think of
lighting as a luxury, but it isn’c really,” Davis
says, “Ieople spend $500,000 or $1 million
on a house—it"s the biggest investment they
make. But at night, people can’tsee it.”

Express your inner spirit |
through your outdooruppearante.
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TYSONS CORNER SHOWROOM
B 16%4 Old Gallows Rd., Suite 105 * Vienna, YA 22142

=n 703-827-2700
aaa wiww.capitoleloseticom [/ infof@capitolcloseis com
- Free Installation
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